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New Faces at MMA 
This year, we have many new teachers at Marymount Academy International. You may know them 

as your teachers, but here’s a quick look into who they are and why they teach. 

 

 

Maathanki Gnanendran 
We are excited to introduce you to our new science teacher, Maathanki Gnanendran, who              
comes to us with an extensive background and is excited to join the MAA Staff. Ms.                
Gnanendran is a very enthusiastic science teacher. She has a background in Animal             
Biology and a Master’s degree in Teaching and Learning from McGill University. She is              
passionate about making learning relevant and engaging. Her goal is to inspire her             
students by sharing her love of science with them. She is particularly interested in inquiry               
based teaching and enabling students to adopt an active role in their learning. 

Aside from teaching science, Ms. Gnanendran is a certified pastry chef, and is an avid               
baker. She is also a certified advanced scuba diver and loves to travel and explore the                
world! 

 

Hind Al Atassi 
 
I was raised and born in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. During the Gulf War, my parents moved to                 
Syria for about 5 years. Just when I felt like I was adjusting to this new change, I had to                    
move yet again to what is now my home town, Montreal. 
 
I did not know a word of French and my English was ok. It was a tough first year and the                     
harsh winter did not help. However, nothing stopped my will to succeed. And so today, I                
hold two university degrees, a Bachelor’s of Science and a Bachelor’s of Arts. 
 
Studying hard however did not stop me from enjoying myself. I did horseback riding,              
bought myself a speed motorcycle which I enjoyed riding safely, and went religiously to the               
gym because I love staying active. 
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New Faces at MMA 
 

 

Julia Pirro 

My name is Julia Pirro and I am a new teacher here at Marymount Academy. I was born in                   
Montreal and have attended school here my entire life. As of a very young age, I had                 
always seen myself in the teaching profession. In fact, as a child I would force my younger                 
sister to be my student while I used the chalkboard my parents bought us and pretended                
to be her teacher. Unsurprisingly, a lot of bribing was involved in getting her to cooperate.  

Outside of teaching, my favorite pastime is travelling. Recently, I have travelled to Spain,              
Portugal, and Morocco. For my next trip, I would love to return to Italy, where my                
grandparents are from, and visit Austria and Switzerland.  

My favorite sport is volleyball, an activity I was exposed to during high school and which I                 
continue to play. Music is a big part of my life as well. I have been in a choir since the age                      
of seven and I have taken guitar lessons for 8 years. I would love to eventually learn how                  
to play the piano. 

I feel very privileged to join the Marymount Academy community and I have been warmly               
welcomed by both staff and students. I look forward to a positive school year. 

 

Cynthia Lucciola 

I graduated with a B.Ed. from McGill University. Throughout my teaching career, I have              
taught all subjects except for math, phys.ed, and ethics. 

I enjoy teaching because I like establishing a positive rapport with students. In addition, I               
like empowering them with knowledge about our world as they are our future. 

As a student, my favourite subject was always E.L.A., particularly reading novels and             
creative writing. 

Even as a little girl, I remember always wanting to be a teacher. 

I look forward to working with both the staff and students at MMA! 
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New Faces at MMA 

 

Franklin Avila 

Teaching has been a longtime life goal for me, even though I took a rather long road                 
before becoming a teacher. I’ve always been interested in history, even from a young              
age. History was (and is) for me a way to understand the world, past and present, and to                  
make sense of all the events that surround us now. 

When I first finished high school, I obtained a degree in automobile mechanics. I wasn’t               
sure I wanted to be a teacher yet, but I knew I didn’t want to work in an office.                   
Surprisingly enough, I ended up working in an office not long after having graduated. I               
returned to school a first time to complete a degree in audio recording and engineering,               
having been interested in music and technology all my life. After a few years working in                
that industry, I decided that it was time to accomplish the lifelong goal of becoming a                
teacher. I attended Université de Montréal and graduated with a Bachelor’s in Education,             
specialized in teaching history and geography. 

I mostly dedicate my off hours to photography, hiking, playing guitar or drums and 
reading. During the summer I play rugby for the Westmount Ravens Rugby Football Club. 
Teaching at Marymount Academy has been an incredibly fun experience so far. It reminds 
me of my former high school: the staff is dynamic, caring and welcoming, and my 
students are a great group. 

 

Marjolaine Balthazar 

Peu de temps après ma formation en enseignement du français comme langue            
maternelle, je me suis intéressée à l'enseignement du français comme langue seconde.            
Au-delà de ma passion pour la langue de Molière, c'est la réalité multiculturelle du              
Québec qui m'intéresse. J'espère transmettre à mes élèves le goût d'apprendre la langue             
française et sa culture. 

J'ai choisi d'enseigner au niveau secondaire, car j'aime travailler avec les adolescents            
depuis que je suis formatrice de moniteurs de natation. Si j'étais meilleure dans les              
sports collectifs en gymnase, je serais devenue enseignante d'éducation physique. Parmi           
mes nombreux loisirs, je suis une adepte du cyclo-tourisme, du water polo et de la               
zumba! 
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New Faces at MMA 

 

Chris Blouin 
My name is Chris Blouin. I have a Master's degree in Biology, and I performed research                
for two years prior to becoming a teacher. I decided to become a teacher because I                
realized that I enjoyed presenting, and explaining complex ideas in simple ways.            
Fortunately, I was given an opportunity to teach English abroad in South Korea for a               
year and a half, and the experience was very fulfilling. I feel like teaching allows me to                 
make a genuine difference in people's lives. Through teaching I am able to develop              
relationships with students and help to facilitate their learning. 
  
Since returning to Canada, I have spent the last two years teaching and tutoring Math,               
Science, English, Phys. Ed. and History. I am currently attending McGill university in the              
evenings to obtain a Master's of Education for my own professional development. I am              
grateful for the opportunity to teach at Marymount Academy. 

 

Savika Fowsar 
The journey I took to become a librarian has equipped me with a unique set of skills that 
I am eager to share at Marymount Academy. I completed a Bachelor of Arts in 
Journalism as well as a Diploma in Public Relations at Concordia University and gained 
some experience in the communications field. Later on, I took a position as an English 
tutor at Rosemount High School where I discovered how much I enjoyed working with 
students and helping teachers. Becoming a librarian seemed like a natural fit, so I 
decided to enrol in the Master of Library and Information Studies (MLIS) program at 
McGill University. I obtained my MLIS in 2015 and through my studies, I gained the 
opportunity to partake in a practicum at McGill’s Humanities and Social Sciences 
Library, the university’s biggest and busiest library branch. From this, I learned how to 
help students with their research needs at the library’s desk and through chat reference. 
  
Overall, I have three years of experience working in education where my responsibilities 
included assisting students, providing support to teachers, as well as organizing and 
creating resources to address the information needs of the public I served. I am 
passionate about encouraging students to read, helping them reach their academic 
potential, and I enjoy facilitating the work of educators. I am very excited to join 
Marymount Academy as their new librarian, and to making a contribution to the 
school’s community at large. 
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New Faces at MMA 

 

Adam Nasiek 

After having graduated from Dawson College Health Science program, I pursued my            
Bachelor’s degree in Biochemistry at McGill University. During my Bachelor’s degree, I            
studied cancer pathways, pharmacology, virology, and various other fascinating         
branches of Biochemistry. I am currently in the process of completing my Master’s             
degree in Teaching and Learning. Due to my extensive background in the sciences, I am               

capable of teaching all levels of science, as well as most levels of mathematics.  

After visiting Marymount Academy for the first time on the morning of November 14th, I               
was able to see that its students are extremely bright and motivated to learn…after all,                
November the 14th was a Saturday! 

 

Lorraine Maalouf 

My teachers were my greatest role models. They built a great rapport between us, arose 
my sense of curiosity and rendered many learning experiences quite enjoyable. I owe 
my teaching career to these individuals who have impacted my life in such a positive 
manner. As a teacher I will continuously aim to instill my students with a love of 
learning and a desire to know more. 

Hence, it is with great enthusiasm that I have chosen to tutor at Marymount Academy,               
the wonderful school that had hosted me while I was in training to become a science                
and math teacher two short years ago. I feel that the positive learning atmosphere and               
the continuous support here in this school is phenomenal. I commend Marymount            
Academy on this tutoring program that is designed to help students build a sense of               
confidence and to enable them to grow as lifelong learners. I have been tutoring the               
grade 7 students in math where I provide them with an opportunity to practice their               
skills and to receive extra help in order to make positive strides towards attaining their               
academic goals. I believe in each and every student and in his or her abilities to reach                 
their full potential. Therefore, I have aimed to combine my range of experience with my               
ability to be a compassionate and committed educator, with a passion for lifelong             
learning. 
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Marymount Says Thanks! 
 
It should not be rare to appreciate people who make a difference in our 
lives, either directly or indirectly. We live in a society where we are 
interdependent and even though we do not often get the chance to say it, 
we are thankful for the chance of receiving good education, the materials 
that we have and the people who make it possible. 
 

 

 
 
 
STM is just one of those companies that makes a difference in our lives. They 
make education possible in their own way; not only by bringing us to and from 
school or the workplace but by other small and not so small gestures. As such, 
the very first MMA Thanks was held at Villa Maria Metro Station. 
 

 

 
 
 
The next place Marymount appreciated the effort was the Fire Department. We 
visited the local Fire station and thanked the personnel. They make studying 
and living safe for us. 
 

 

 
 
 
The next Marymount vous Remercie was held at the local Police department. We 
thanked for their efforts keeping a watchful eye around our school and 
neighbourhood. 
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Marymount Says Thanks! 
 

 

 

 

Providence NDG (Residence next door): The residence next door as we 

affectionately call Providence NDG, is our refuge in case of fire. Holding 

sometimes up to 3 fire drills a year they have accommodated us in rain or shine. 

We visited them to offer our thanks for their warm welcome every time. 

 

 

 

 

The New Hope Senior Citizen’s Centre’s mandate is to provide seniors with 

accessibility to community life and to help fight against and alleviate isolation 

amongst seniors in the NDG community. We thanked them on a very cold day 

with warm coffee and doughnuts. 

 

 

 

 

Another organization with very close ties to Marymount Academy, Sun Youth 

has been part of our family by sending us a member of their staff and helping 

our students in different ways. 
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Marymount Says Thanks! 
 

 

 
 
With cards, cake and warm words of thanks, students from Marymount 
Academy expressed their appreciation to staff of the Goldman Herzl Family 
Practice Centre at the JGH for their clinical services and for visiting high schools 
to discuss problems related to physical and mental health. During the visit last 
October, they thanked doctors and nurses from Herzl’s Vicki and Stan Zack and 
Family Teenage Health Unit (THU). (jgh.ca) 
 

 
 
We at Marymount Academy (School), salute all the men and women of all             
places visited for their hard work and dedication. The program held at            
different location thanks only a small group of employees but it is a token              
of our love and appreciation for the entire personnel. 
 

 
We would just like to say: 

“Marymount vous remercie” 
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Halloween - October 30th 
 

This Halloween we were fortunate to have a haunted house at Marymount. The students who 
organized the haunted house put all their efforts into it, and the results were amazing. From the 
reactions of the students who went in, it was clear that it was a huge success. They enjoyed it 
probably even more than last year! There were some students that went in more than once but still 
were extremely scared. The students who were scaring the kids that went in had a lot of fun too, 
stemming from being able to scare the students and the teachers as well. Overall, it was a great 
time for everyone involved, whether they went inside or were scaring the students.  
 
The scary music, the smoke machine, and the darkness gave the haunted house the atmosphere it 
needed and brought it to life for everyone. Hopefully there'll be another one next year that will be 
just as good as or even better than this year’s! 

                                                                                                                                                                     - Cowzhiya Ravisingam 
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Squawk - November 3rd 
 
Written by Megan Coles 
Directed by Jessica Abdallah 
Presented by Geordie Productions 
 
Annie is not your average teenager. She’s feisty. She’s sharp. She’s aboriginal.            
And she’s aging out of foster care on her next birthday. Annie is coming face to                
face with the biggest decision of her life and she has no one to rely on except                 
herself. Where should she go? Who should she trust? Should she return to             
northern Canada and live off the land with her traditional grandmother? Or            
remain in a southern city where aboriginal girls like her go missing? 
Lost somewhere between her past, present and future, Annie uses the video            
game world to fight through her fears and move to the next level in the game                
and in her life. Can Annie overcome the obstacles to win the day for herself? 
 
 
 
This play is specifically geared for presentation to high school students. Annie is a 

teenager who is stuck in a world where she is not in control, being in foster care, and having fallen into the world of video games. 
These two elements, in conjunction with the fact that she is an Aboriginal girl who is more likely than other girls to disappear 
from larger cities, make for a play that is not only thought provoking, but ties into current events here in Canada.  
 
Students are presented with many questions when viewing the play, such as: 

- Do aboriginals in Canada face many issues? 
- Is it only aboriginals in the north that face challenges? 
- Major Issues: 

- Missing and murdered aboriginal women 
- Truth and reconciliation commission and recommendations 
- Disputes over land and natural resources 
- Lack of equal access to health care 
- High poverty rate 
- High rate of incarceration 
- Nutrition North 
- Education 

 
A special thanks to the cast (Patrick Abellard, Cheyenne Scott, and Gabriel Schultz), the crew (Cathia Pagotto, Troy Slocum, and 
George Allister) for putting on a wonderful and thought-provoking play for the entire student body. 
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Remembrance Day - November 11th 
Every year, on the eleventh day, of the eleventh month, at the eleventh hour, we pause to commemorate the Armistice that                     
ended the war that was supposed to end all wars, World War I, and to remember the brave men and women who have fought,                        
and fallen in all wars since. The fact that war has continued to make itself known across the globe only increases the importance                       
of this solemn day.  
 
We celebrated the lives of all of the fallen through the reading of poetry, essays, and through the most important symbol of all,                       
the wearing of the poppy, which is commemorated in Lt.Col. John McCrae’s poem, In Flanders Fields. 
 
We were proud to share the Act of Remembrance for a second time with Captain Morel, a Canadian Peacekeeper. It was a                      
pleasure to host him at Marymount Academy International. A special thanks to Captain Morel for taking the time to shake the                     
hands of every person present at the ceremony. 
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MMA at the Opera - In Their Own Words 
Opera de Montreal - Strauss’ Elektra  
 
Elektra was a surprising and shocking Opera. It was the first one            
that I have ever experienced and I am happy I did. Watching the             
show made me feel very alive because of the emotions and           
feeling going around the room. All the singers seemed to carry           
such sadness and aggression and it showed very much during          
the show. I engaged listening to the singing; it gave me a feeling             
of wanting to know more and more about the story. Reading the            
subtitles was a little bit hard at times because I watched the            
show however, it truly allowed me to understand the storyline of           
Elektra and her pain, she was sad and trapped and everyone in            
her city looked at her as if she was dangerous when she was truly              
not. I enjoyed the fact that in a way I was able to relate to her                
and understand her feeling of being trapped and not knowing          

what to do. 

Getting the amazing opportunity to experience an opera that was so deep, and amusing, was incredible. This can be a once in a                       
lifetime chance and being able to see actors being passionate about singing and music makes me feel very happy. Opera is very                      
beautiful with live music and talented actors singing their story, you feel transported to another realm. 

                                                                                                                                                           - Rebecca Daly 

Growing up, I had always heard of my family members going to Opera and              
commenting about how great it was. I was always wondering when would I have              
the opportunity to go for myself. Fortunately, the school gave me the chance to              
experience  this. 

Elektra wa a very powerful story that was very moving. Throughout the whole             
performance, I couldn't keep my eyes off the stage. They had an amazing storyline              
that was captivating and entertaining. There were many unexpected plot twists           
that kept us tuned in while keeping us clear on what they want. The Orchestre               
Symphonique de Montreal did a magnificent job of matching the music to the             
theme of the story. They were able to change the emotion of the opera through the                
music. The actors had powerful voices and were able to change the emotion for              
added reality. The body language was also used to convey their feelings. 

Overall, I am very glad that I was given the opportunity to attend the opera and 
cannot wait to share the experience with others.  
- Sarah Ford 
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Marymount Honour Roll 
On December 8th, we gathered to celebrate our students who achieved excellent            
first term overall grades. The honours are Honourable Mention 75%-79%, Honour           
Roll 80%-89%, and Principal’s Distinction 90%+ 

Over 34% of our students achieved Honour Roll status for 1st term! Congratulations 
to all! 
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Principal’s Distinction 
Sec.1 
Dagenais, Christopher James Sec.2 

Visuvalingam, Thrisika 
Yun, Oliver 

Sec.4 
Roy, Lakshmi 
Shang, Zhiming 
Yun, Jasper 

Sec. 5 
Sarmiento, Alexandra 

 

Honour Roll 
Sec. 1 
Alhjooj, Moad 
Ansari, Hafsah 
Anwar, Ayesha Ashraf 
Carby, Tyana 
Kamal, Rashed 
Mohammed 
Krishnakumar, 
Tharshigan 
Lee, Seungwon 
Lokonga, 
Vanessa-Djayne 
Pitt, Tailajh 
Senathirajah, 
Thinoushan 
Sinha, Arpitraj Rajesh 
Syed, Nowrooz 
Turaka, Gnana 
Ullah, Abu Sharoukh 

Sec.2 
Abaishvili, Daniel 
Attia, Mahmoud 
Balasubramaniam, 
Ahalya 
Carvalho-Dagenais, 
Austin 
Dade, Kristine 
Deng, Yaxuan 
Elkabas, Joelle 
Gasparello, Mattias 
Ghosh, Rohan 
Haseltine, Devon 
Johal, Karampreet 
Lee, Jinwon 
Lee, Somin 
Lee, Yuchang 
Speirs, Madeline 
Spence, Shahana 
Wawin, Erik 
Yoo, Youngsun 

Sec. 3 
Aristo, Cleon Zaman 
Dhar, Deborupa 
Hossain, Najma 
Izegbu, Miles 
James, Tiana 
Kublalsingh, Sunil 
Liu, Yinshi 
Nguyen, Christina 
Pichot-Moise, Chloe 
Shahid, Wafa 
Visuvalingam, Thivya 
Woldegebriel, Hanna 

Sec.4 
Adewusi, Abdullah 
Anwar, Anas Ashraf 
Dias-Jadulal, Julian 
Gatti-Sosontovich, Mia 
Hossain, Neha 
Hussin, Biesma 
Kim, Jiyong 
Liang, Man Qi 
Nandakumar, Kishor 
Nudo, Noah 
Pittman, Andrew 
Xydis, Panagiota 

Sec. 5 
Caporicci-Dinucci, 
Mikayla 
Carvalho-Dagenais, 
Matthew 
Deng, Jingren 
Ford, Sarah 
Hong, Yeryung 
Jiang, Huilin 
Kim, Subin Chris 
Loiacono, Rickmen 
Marshall-Hamilton, 
Destiny 
Mattie, Michelle 
Mehedi, Samil 
Naumkin, Julia 
Othello, Chanelle 
Palmer, Janae 
Rahman, Adeeb 
Ravisingam, Cowzhiya 
Thambu, Thapan 
Yang, Hanyi 
Zhong, Yefang 

 

Honourable Mention 
Sec.1 
Aldabibi, Abduallah 
Carby, Taisia 
Chan, Carmen 
Collins, Willard 
Duong, Ka-Wah 
Heba, Aya 
Hunter, Skye Mackenzie 
Kennedy, Abigail 
McLean-Moore, Roshane 
Nguyen, Stewart 
Olatunde, Marie Sateva 
Pagliuca, Madison 
Phan, Christina 
Sander-Bencsics, 
Amanda-Lynn 
Sugiura, Hana 

Sec. 2 
Carvalho, Jake 
Fairchild, Katherine 
Gouveia de Meirelles, 
Fernanda 
Hodges, Celeste 
Li, Hei Nam Evelyn 
Mustafa, Hajrah-Noor 
Paranitharan, Abira 
Parisien, Christopher 
Philogene, 
Umm-Salamah 
Rahman, Rafid 
Vallipuram, Mathangi 

Sec.3 
Dube, Beniel 
Gromak, Nathan 
Haider, Hifsah 

Sec. 4 
Anthonipillai, Daniel 
Dai, Lansu 
Lokonga, Joël 
Mussa, Mussa Mohamed 
Philogene, Ruqayyah 
Qi, Muzhi 
Stoica, Alexandra-Elena 
Thuringer Ruiz, Samuel 
Yoo, Wonjung 
Zhang, Yuran 
Zhou, Zibo 

Sec. 5 
Daly, Rebecca 
Dominguez Sobrino, 
Sofia 
Gardener, Shanaya 
Halyk-Koschak, Nico 
Hamwi, Mohanad 
Latosh, Isra 
Mozo, Trixia-Nicole 
Rehman, Ayeshah 
Rho, Kwanwoo 
Wang, Tianfang 
Yoo, Junha 

 

15 

 



 

Svens Telemaque - Broken Crayons 
Thursday, December 10th. 

He is best described as a broken discarded crayon that was found useful to a willing and                 
patient hand. As hard as it is to bracket him between the titles of a bestselling author,                 
sought out motivational speaker and award winning spoken word artist. Svens also            
managed to co- found “L’art Selah”(An artist showcase for emerging artists in Montreal,             
from spoken word, musicians, singers, etc.), youth and artist mentor, business consultant,            
student and volunteer at different organizations. His recently released compilation of           
poetry, dubbed him he who bears the “Pen of a Ready Writer”. 

His life started with the all-too-familiar broken home, the fatherless epidemic plaguing the             
young black male in North America today. May 15, 1987 was a day of promise, as Svens entered into the already rocky                      
relationship of Gina and Nesly Télémaque. Prior to their divorce in Canada, his mother moved into one of Miami’s drug- and                     
crime-infested neighborhoods proving detrimental. The limited supervision, her        
72-hour workweek, and the troublesome environment were ideal for leading          
youth to incarceration or an untimely death. 

Pursuing change in 2007, Svens decided to return to Montreal to restart a life              
worth living. Hence, he has focused his time to become an agent of change,              
inspiration, and expression. Motivating diverse crowds from high school students,          
colleges and inmates, to holding conferences with nonprofits, and associations.          
Authoring books on diverse topics changing the perception of his readers, and            
through the rich vivid imagery of his Spoken Word Artistry allowing others to see              
his unique “color” in action. 

A View from the Audience 

Did this experience mark me? Of course it did. Watching Svens Telemaque just explaining everything               
that he has been through, talking about how he is broken but he still shared his colour with the world.                    
When he dies, I won't go see his tombstone because he'll live on in my heart. 

Hearing Svens Telemaque talk made me realize that I am broken too. I am broken because people used                  
to tell me I couldn't when I could. I had a low self-esteem growing up. When Svens gave me his book, he                      
didn't just give me the book, he gave me hope and belief in myself. I am a crayon that's been broken.                     
It's easy to break a crayon, but you can't put it back together; you can only use its beautiful colour to                     
colour the world. I am a broken purple crayon and I am going to colour my world purple because                   
broken crayons still colour. 

                                                                                                                                                                         - Jade Joyette 

 

 

 

16 

 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
 

Au grand air avec M. Alexandre! - Out in the cold with Mr. Alexandre! 
 
Winter is around the corner and Mr.       
Alexandre has already planned outdoor     
activities for our students from going skating       
at Lac des Castors on Mount-Royal to going        
cross-country skiing or snowshoeing on the      
mountain as well. These activities will take       
place on Wednesday afternoons, starting in      
January.  
  
Cette autre série d'activités de marche, dans       
le froid de notre hiver ou la beauté de notre printemps tant attendu, sera la visite de différents quartiers importants de l'Ile de                       
Montréal tels le Plateau Mont-Royal, la Petite Italie, la Petite Patrie, Westmount et son boulevard, la rue Ste-Catherine d'ouest en                    
est, l'avenue Laurier dans Outremont, la rue St-Denis, le boulevard St-Laurent et la rue Wellington à Verdun.  
  
De quoi user ses souliers, donc! Soyez toutes et tous les bienvenus! 
 

 
Verdi’s Otello presented by the Opera de Montreal - Friday, January 29th. 
NOTE: Only students NOT writing an exam on Friday, January 29th, will be able to attend the performance. 

 
An orchestral and vocal tempest comes down in this later work by Verdi…an opera of extremes…                 
a head-on clash of Otello’s uncontrolled aggressiveness, Iago’s calculated coldness, and           
Desdemona’s pure lyricism. Featuring Montreal audience favourite Hiromi Omura as Desdemona. 
 

GIUSEPPE VERDI 

Verdi was born into a family of modest means—although perhaps not as modest as he liked to                 
claim. He began his musical education with the village organist, went on to study with the maestro                 
di musica in Busseto, and from there completed his studies in Milan—then considered the capital               
of Italian culture—with Lavigna, répétiteur at La Scala. Lavigna taught him counterpoint and             
composition, and encouraged him to attend opera performances. 
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Binti’s Journey presented by the Black Theatre Workshop - Feb. 3rd 
Adapted by Marcia Johnson from the novel The Heaven Shop by Deborah Ellis. Directed by Lynda Hill. 

 
Binti’s Journey tells the story of Binti Phiri, the young star of a popular Malawi radio program                 
“Gogo’s Family”. After losing her home and family to AIDS and enduring separation from her               
siblings, 13 year-old Binti finds her way to her Grandmother’s village and discovers a deeper               
understanding of the power of family and community. 
Deborah Ellis’s acclaimed novel for youth addressing the human impact of the HIV/AIDS             
pandemic in Africa is brought to life through the power of drama, storytelling, dance and music                
in an inspiring theatrical production. 
 

 

 
 
 
Marymount Reads 2016 - Susin Nielsen 
 

We are proud to announce the next edition of Marymount Reads will feature Canadian author               
Susin Nielsen. A veteran of the written word, Nielsen has written scripts for many television               
shows, including Degrassi Junior High and Degrassi High, Heartland, What About Mimi?, and             
Braceface.  
 
Head down to the library to read The Reluctant Journal          
of Henry K. Larsen, the novel that earned Nielsen the          
Governor General’s Award and the 2013 Canadian       
Library Association Book of the Year for Children Award. 
 
Thirteen-year-old Henry’s happy, ordinary life comes      
to an abrupt halt when his older brother, Jesse, picks          
up their father’s hunting rifle and leaves the house one          
morning. What follows shatters Henry’s family, who       
are forced to resume their lives in a new city, where no            
one knows their past. When Henry’s therapist suggests        
he keep a journal, at first he is resistant. But soon he            
confides in it at all hours of the day and night. 

In spite of Henry’s desire to “fly under the radar,” he eventually befriends a number of                
oddball characters, both at school and in his modest apartment building. And even             
though they know nothing about his past – at least, not yet – they help him navigate                 
the waters of life after “IT.”  (susinnielsen.com)  
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Exam Schedule - January 25-29, 2016. 
 

Date/Time 9:00 AM 1:00 PM 

Monday 
January 25 

9:00-11:30 
Math* (Sec. 1) 
 
9:00-12:00 
Chemistry (Sec. 5) 
Science & Tech (Sec.4) 
Francais (Sec. 2) 

1:00-3:00 
History & Citizenship* (Sec. 3) 
 
1:00-3:30 
French & French-Base (Sec. 2) 

Tuesday 
January 26 

9:00-12:00 
Math CST* (Sec. 4) 
Math Science Option* (Sec. 4) 
Science & Tech (Sec. 3) 
French (Sec. 5) 

1:00-3:00 
Geography & Geographie (Sec. 1) 
Geography & Geographie (Sec. 2) 

Wednesday 
January 27 

9:00-12:00 
Math* (Sec. 3) 
Physics (Sec. 5) 
French & French-Base (Sec. 4) 

1:00-3:00 
Science & Tech. (Sec. 1) 
Science & Tech. (Sec. 2) 

Thursday 
January 28 

9:00-11:00 
History & Citizenship* (Sec. 4) 
 
9:00-11:30 
Math* (Sec. 2) 
 
9:00-12:00 
Francais (Sec. 1) 
French & Frecnh-Base (Sec. 1) 

1:00-3:00 
Contemp. World History (Sec. 5) 

Friday 
January 29 

9:00-12:00 
Math CST* (Sec. 5) 
Math Science Option* (Sec. 5) 
French & French-Base (Sec. 3) 

1:00-3:00 
History & Histoire (Sec. 1) 
History & Histoire (Sec. 2) 

          *Board Exams 
 

Detailed information regarding January Exams and Exam Regulations will be distributed to 
Parents/Guardians upon our return in January. 
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Math Study Hall of Success 

 
Organized by the STEP Resource Team, the Math Study Hall of Success provides students with               
additional time and support essential to increasing student achievement in Math. This exclusive,             
and free service to Marymount Academy International is offered every Wednesday afternoon from             
1:15pm to 2:30pm for students at every grade level. With the help of the STEP team, McGill tutors,                  
staff, and volunteers, we support student learning.  
 
Some of the early returns from students:  
  
“I am finally getting the concepts; it’s really helping me!” - Colleen 
  
“The repetitions really help me remember what I used to not get.” - Henry 
 
"I used to hate coming to Saturday school, now I really like it because I am understanding math a lot better" - Everton 
 
From a parent: “Thank you for this great service! My son comes home every Wednesday afternoon saying that he is feeling                     
more and more confident!” 
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Saturday Morning Tutorials  
 

Did you know that MMA’s Saturday Morning Tutorials 
will start up again in the new year? 

We will be offering 2 new courses! 
 

Sec. IV Math CST 
Sec. IV Science 

 
Saturday Mornings 9:00-12:00 

Starting January 9th, 2016. 
 

Please visit http://emsb.qc.ca/marymount for a complete list of tutorials. 
 

For further information, please do not hesitate to contact the 
administration or the guidance department. 
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15th Annual CRC Robotics Competition 

 
www.robo-crc.ca 

 
February 25-27, 2016. 

  

   
 

A Robotics Program is coming to Marymount! 
It is with great enthusiasm that we are able to announce the implementation of a brand new robotics                  
program right here at Marymount Academy International. On top of building a robot for the upcoming                
CRC Robotics Competition, Pythagorium 2016, we will also be including robotics as part of the Cycle 1                 
Science Curriculum for Sec. 1 and Sec. 2 students. We are even looking at building a full-fledged robotics                  
lab in order to fully integrate the robotics program with MMA. 
 

We’ve already started to recruit members for the robotics team, but we are always looking for more                 
help! If you are interested in any of the following: 

- Journalism 
- Kiosk Design 
- Video Production 
- Web Design 
- Robot Design and Construction 

 
Please contact our Robotics Coach and Instructor Nick Roussos at  n_rousso@education.concordia.ca 
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Fresh Fusion Bistro 
Our Bistro is now open! From smoothies to 

healthy snacks, students are benefiting from 
this entrepreneurial venture. 

The Bistro is operated by the Sec.5 
Entrepreneurship Students 

Smoothies or Sandwiches $2  

 Hot Chocolate/Tea or Snacks $1 

Check the Bistro for Opening Hours 

 

New Bistro Logo Coming Soon Thanks to Sec. 3 and 
Sec. 5 Cross-Curricular Project 

A Cross-Curricular Project between three Secondary 5 Entrepreneurship        
classes and two Secondary 3 Visual Arts classes will allow students to            
understand and experience how a real business and a real advertising           
agency truly function. In Secondary 3, the Visual Arts courses focus on the             
applied arts where advertising, animation, graphic design, and much more          
are introduced and practiced.  
 
The visual art students, in small groups, became ad agencies. They decided            
their creative perspective as an agency, created their company logo and           
held focus groups in order to deliver an ad campaign to Fresh Fusion, their              
client. 
 
Later this month when all the ad agencies will present their pitch, Fresh             
Fusion will choose the ad agency that produces the best logo, slogan,            
billboard and social media advertising for them.                                                                                                               (photo: Jackie Wexler) 
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