
 

IBMYP@ Marymount Academy 

International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program Guide 
for parents and potential students  

 



 

2 

IB Learners are… 
*inquirers *knowledgeable *thinkers *communicators 

*principled *open-minded *caring *risktakers *balanced and 
*reflective* 

     Thank you for expressing interest in the 
International Baccalaureate Middle Years 
Program (IBMYP) at Marymount Academy.  
The purpose of this guide is to familiarize 
you with the requirements and framework 
that has been developed by the 
International Baccalaureate. It can be 
challenging for parents and students alike 
to grasp the big picture of what an IB 
program looks like, and we anticipate that 
this document will assist you in this.  
     The goal of IBMYP is to create a 
coherent and continuous program that is 
developmentally appropriate and respects 
the requirements of the Quebec Education 
Program.  We continue to grow and change 
with our school to offer all students an 
opportunity to participate in the program at 
their own pace. As we continue to move 
towards being EMSB’s first fully integrated 
IB school, we hope that you will choose 
Marymount to meet your educational needs. 
Program queries may be directed to Dr. 
Ramin Khodaie at 514-488-8144  or  
RKhodaie@emsb.qc.ca. 
 

Where We Are Now 
Since 2001, Marymount Academy  has 
offered the Middle Years Program, 
beginning in Secondary 1 (grade 7) and 
ending in Secondary 5 (grade 11). The IB 
offers three programs: The Primary Years 
Program (PYP) for elementary students, the 
Middle Years Program (MYP) for high school 
and the Diploma Program (DP) for CEGEP.  
Students do not need to have participated 
in the PYP to join our program, but it is 
certainly an asset.  
Currently, all students in our Secondary 1 
and 2 are considered IB students. With each 
year, we intend to phase out the Regular, 
resulting in a fully integrated IB Program. 
This is intended to provide as open an 
enrolment process as possible to encourage 
student participation. Based on their 
placement, eligible students will be able to 
receive at the end of high school an IB 
Certificate in addition to their QEP 
certificate. 
For the first time our students received the 
IB certificate in 2012-2013. 
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The desire to know is far more important than 
achievement and/or performance measures.  
Caine & Caine 

Assessment and Evaluation 
 
Assessment of student achievement in the IB 
MYP is different from typical assessment 
practices and includes several distinct 
components. The intention of IBMYP assessment 
is to use criterion-based rubrics each year of 
the program that prepare students for final 
grade assessment activities.  
 
General assessment practices:  
 
The use of formative (during learning) and 
summative (after learning) assessments. 
Assessment is seen as an integrated part of 
learning.  
 
Rubrics are used to increase student awareness 
of, and achievement toward, the specific 
learning goals of the teaching unit.  
 
Assessments build toward the final year of the 
IBMYP. Vertical articulation, shared assessment 
development, and standardized scoring support 
a consistent and logical progression in student 
success.  
 
 

Final Year Assessments  
 
Conceptually, each IB MYP subject is a five-year 
course in an area of study, ending in Secondary 5.  
 
During Secondary 5 students participate in IB MYP 
assessment tasks that use the assessment criteria 
from the MYP subject guides. These tasks (listed 
on the next page) are incorporated as part of the 
regular teaching and assessing process, and do not 
constitute additional work for students.  
 
All assessment tasks are designed by Marymount 
teachers and evaluate student achievement on 
the regular course goals. These tasks are 
validated through monitoring by the IB to ensure 
they meet an international standard for rigor.  
 
Student results on the Secondary 5 assessment 
tasks are tabulated and serve as the primary basis 
for their final MYP mark in each subject.  
 
IBMYP Reports for all students are distributed at 
the end of the year. Often the grades 
correspond to the QEP Report card grades, but 
are based on the IB’s unique criterion rubrics. 
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Connecting to the Community… 
* 

Community and Service 
     Community service is an important  part of the 
Middle Years Program. Students in Secondary 1 are 
required to complete 12 hours of service per year, 
students in Secondary 2 are asked to complete 15 
hours and students in Seconsary 3 are required to do 
18 hours of service.  Secondary 4 and 5 must 
complete 20 hours respectively. Students need to 
document hours and write their reflections on the 
Community Service Log. Students will have 
opportunities to volunteer at school events.     
 
    Additionally, some activities conducted in class 
will count for service. Completed Community Service 
Logs are to be turned in to the IB MYP Coordinator at 
the end of each term.  
 
   The adult certifying the activity must be present 
while the activity is being performed. The signing 
authority must provide a name and phone number 
for verification. 
 
   Community service activities cannot include any 
activity from which the student is rewarded either 
financially or with some other benefit (for example, 
extra credit for a class).  
 
   All forms of duty within the family (for example, 
mowing the lawn, fixing the house, or making 
dinner) can only be used in Secondary 1. 
 
   Community service activities cannot be part of an 
academic assignment for a class, but classes can do 
group activities for community service.  For further 
clarification, students are invited to ask the 
coordinator. 

 

Personal Project 
 
The Personal Project is a culminating activity for the 
IBMYP as well as the QEP. All Secondary 5 students at 
Marymount must complete the Personal Project 
(known in the provincial curriculum as Integrated 
Project). If they are successful, students are one step 
closer to receiving their IB certificates.  
The Personal Project allows students to design a 
project based on an area of interest and pursue it 
from beginning to end. Ideas are developed around 
one of the five Areas of Interaction, and are intended 
to allow students to demonstrate their growth as 
learners and active members of the community. For 
many students, the Personal Project is a particularly 
meaningful activity and a point of reference for 
future academic pursuits.  
Students begin working toward their goal in Secondary 
4 grade after initial discussions with the coordinators. 
Students will be asked to identify mentors (family 
members, school staff members, people in the 
community) and work with them to ensure they are 
progressing towards their goal. The Projects are 
assessed and displayed during the spring, and counts 
toward the final MYP marks for IB MYP Certificate 
students.  
Each Project is a unique expression of a student’s 
interests. Examples of projects include:  
 

• Fundraising and awareness campaigns 
• Musical and dramatic productions 
• Fashion design/interior 

decorating/architecture/engineering 
• Creating  novellas, music CDs, websites 
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“ In the globalized world that is ours, maybe we 
are moving towards a global village, but that 
global village brings in a lot of different people, a 
lot of different ideas, lots of different 
backgrounds, lots of different aspirations.”  
–Lakhdar Brahimi 

What is the IBMYP? 
 
The IB Middle Years Program provides a framework of academic challenge that 
encourages students to embrace and understand the connections between 
traditional subjects and the real world, and become critical and reflective 
thinkers.  
The program:  
 

• encourages international-mindedness in IB students, starting with a 
foundation in their own language and culture  

 
• encourages a positive attitude toward learning by challenging students to 

solve problems, show creativity and resourcefulness, and participate 
actively in their communities  

 
• reflects real life by providing a framework that allows students to see the 

connections among the subjects themselves, and between the subjects 
and real issues  

 
• supports the development of communication skills to encourage inquiry, 

understanding, language acquisition, and to allow student refl ection and 
expression  

 
• emphasizes, through the learner profile, the development of the whole 

student—physically, intellectually, emotionally, and ethically  
 
 



 

6 

All of our learning experiences can 
be connected to at least one of the 
Areas of Interaction… 
In IBMYP, the learning activities and units of study are connected to Areas of 
Interaction. These are similar to the Broad Areas of Learning in the Quebec 
Education Program.  
 
Approaches to Learning:  
 

• effective study, reading, and learning strategies  
 

• habits of mind (critical inquiry and thinking skills)  
 
Community and Service:  
 

• opportunities to make an impact on family, peers, school and outside 
community  

 
• exploration of community and the student’s place in it  

 
Human Ingenuity:  
 

• explore the impact of innovation, creative thinking, artistic expression, 
invention  

 
• understand that through time, history and society have been changed by 

humanity’s creative genius  
 
Environments:  
 

• examine sides of environmental issues  
 

• understand how issues effect society, ecology, and economy  
 

• explore ways to influence the school environment  
 
Health and Social Education:  
 

• make physically and mentally healthy life decisions  
 

• develop a sense of responsibility for own well-being and personal 
relationships  
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Assessment Tasks Per Subject 
The following are the basic IB tasks that each subject is required to 
evaluate using the MYP criteria. A detailed breakdown of the criteria can 
be found on our website at www.emsb.qc.ca/marymount . For each 
subject area, students can expect to be evaluated on the tasks listed 
below. 
 

IB MYP Subject  Assessment Tasks  
Language A  Response to literature  

Creative writing  
Extended writing  
 

Language B  Speaking (3-5 minutes)  
Reading (750 words)  
Writing (200 words)  
 

Humanities  Extended writing  
Classwork/homework  
Unit exam (not multiple choice)  
 

Physical Education  Written work  
Performance/composition  
Demonstration  
 

Sciences  Extended writing connecting science 
topic to global issue  
Independent laboratory  
Unit exam (not multiple choice)  
 

Mathematics  Reasoned piece of work  
Unit exam (not multiple choice)  
Investigation  
 

Arts  Final piece of work  
Developmental notebook  
 

Technology  Design cycle  
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     The IB MYP has a core composed of eight 
subjects. Each student in the IB MYP is expected to 
take all subjects each year of the program. 
The eight subjects are:  
 
 
 
Language A (English)  
Language B (French and Spanish) 
Humanities  
Physical Education  
Sciences  
Arts (Fine and Performing)  
Mathematics  
Technology  
 
     Each of these subjects corresponds generally to what is offered as a part of the QEP 
curriculum. IBMYP courses are characterized by the:  
 

• use of MYP aims, objectives and criteria for assessments  
 

• use of the Areas of Interaction to connect content across subjects  
 

• use of guiding questions and reflective writing  
 

• infusion of international-mindedness  
 
     Additionally, our schools have made a strong commitment to offer as wide a range of 
world languages (Language B) as possible. This includes enriched French and Spanish from 
Secondary 1 to Secondary 3.  
 
The IB MYP is fundamentally an instructional model with a curricular framework. This 
means that any course can be taught as an IBMYP course, not just those at a high 
academic level.  
 
At Marymount, all teachers participate in IBMYP activities and expectations, regardless of 
what level of students they teach. This allows the IB MYP model to be used in accelerated 
classes, with special education and regular classes. 
 
Please note: Ethics and Religious Culture is a mandatory course implemented by the 
Ministry of Education. All students must participate in this non-confessional course; it 
is primarily geared towards understanding each other and the Quebec context in 
which we live. 
 

IB Subjects 
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     Each IB Middle Years Program is authorized 
independently. This means that each school 
determines what the program will look like in 
their community. Each authorized program 
must follow the basic framework of the IB MYP 
but each has emphases and characteristics 
that are unique. At its heart, our IB MYP 
reflects the students, parents, teachers, and 
school leaders that have participated in its 
implementation and development since 
inception. 
 

Differentiated Learning 
 
     We are excited to be able to now offer 
different pathways within our IB Program to 
better suit the needs of our population. 
Students may opt into our French stream 
which features enriched French at each level, 
plus Histoire and Géographie in Secondary 1 
and 2. By Secondary 5, students in this stream 
will be able to take the French Langue 
d’Enseignement Ministry of Education Exam. 
Students are also offered Spanish from 
Secondary 1 to Secondary 3. Ideally, in 
Secondary 3, students who have demonstrated 
competency in Spanish may take the Ministry 
of Education exam and gain Secondary 4 
credits. As such, this program is an 
accelerated and enriched approach to the 
Middle Years Program. 
 
     Within the English stream, students will 
take French as a Second Language (Base 
Program) throughout their high school career. 
History and Geography will be offered in 
English. These students will also study Spanish 
from Secondary 1 to 3 with the expectation 
that they will write the Ministry of Education 
exam and gain Secondary 4 credits. This is 
also considered an accelerated pathway, but 
enables students to excel in English. 
 
     For learners who are weaker, the first two 
years of the program will include the same 
subjects as the English stream, without the 
Spanish. Instead of taking another language, 
these students will have the opportunity to 
work on their study skills, or Approaches to 
Learning. Extra support will be given to this 

group to provide every opportunity for 
personal best achievement.  
 
     At Marymount Academy, we believe that 
arts in education leads to a deeper 
understanding for students in literacy and 
numeracy. It also provides an outlet for 
creative expression and builds self-discipline. 
For this reason, IB students take Drama in 
addition to their choice of either Visual Arts 
(integrated media) or Music (instrumental 
winds). The addition of Drama to the 
curriculum is also credited through the 
provincial curriculum. 
 
The IBMYP Certificate 
 
After completing five years in the program, 
and satisfying the requirements listed below, 
graduating students receive an Internal IBMYP 
Certificate from our school. It is our hope that 
in upcoming years, should students wish to 
validate their marks with the International 
Baccalaureate Organization, they may do so 
and receive an additional certificate.  The 
requirements are: 

• Ideally,  candidates spend 5 years in the 
program (special arrangements can be 
made for foreign international students, 
given that they enrol and are successful in 
the final two years of the program) 

• Students must achieve an IB grade of 3 or 
more in each of the 8 subject areas (7  
being the highest) 

• Students must complete the Personal 
Project in Secondary 5 

• Students must complete Community and 
Service hours on a yearly basis 

IB aims to  meet students at 
their point of need in the  
process and provide them 

with the skills and attitudes 
that can be applied to any 

learning situation. 
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At a Secondary 1 Level, IBMYP students… 

• Receive program info and support from coordinator, 
participate in MYP activities and assessments and 
complete community and service requirements (12 
hours) 

By Secondary 2, students… 

• Continue with MYP activities and assessments, 
complete community and service requirements (15 
hours) and complete end of cycle evaluations (QEP) 

By Secondary 3, students… 

• Complete and write exam for Spanish, based on 
academic achievements, will continue in the Arts or 
Science Path (QEP), complete 18 hours of 
community and service in addition to activities and 
assessments.  

In Secondary 4, students: 

• Participate in assessments for IB, complete 20 
hours of community and service, draft the 
proposal for their Personal Project and write 
Ministry of Education exams for History, Science, 
Math and French. 

In Secondary 5, students will: 

• Receive final evaluation in IB subjects, work on 
and complete the Personal Project, submit 20 
hours of Community and Service 

Five Years At a Glance…  
 

To help you plan your high school career, this is 
what you can expect to be accomplishing year by 
year at Marymount Academy! 
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Inquirers—They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the 
skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show 
independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love 
of learning will be sustained through-out their lives. 
  
Knowledgeable—They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have 
local and global significance. In so doing, they acquire in-depth 
knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced 
range of disciplines.  
 
Thinkers—They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills 
critically and creatively to recognize and approach complex 
problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions. 
  
Communicators—They understand and express ideas and information 
confidently and creatively in more than one language and in a 
variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and 
willingly in collaboration with others. 
  
Principled—They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense 
of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, 
groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own 
actions and the consequences that accompany them.  
 
Open-Minded—They understand and appreciate their own cultures 
and personal histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and 
traditions of other individuals and communities. They are 
accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, and 
are willing to grow from the experience.  
 
Caring—They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the 
needs and feelings of others. They have a personal commitment to 
service, and act to make a positive different to the lives of others 
and to the environment.  
 
Risk-takers—They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty 
with courage and forethought, and have the independence of spirit 
to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and 
articulate in defending their beliefs.  
 
Balanced—They understand the importance of intellectual, physical 
and emotional balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves 
and others.  
 
Reflective—They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning 
and experience. They are able to assess and understand their 
strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and 
personal development. 

The Learning Profile 
The aim of all IB programs is to develop internationally minded people who, 
recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to 



 

 

 

Websites
sss 
www.emsb.qc.ca/marymount  
Marymount Academy’s school website. 
 
www.ibo.org  
 
IB organization website includes information on the IB MYP and 
the IB Diploma, university recognition policies, curriculum 
materials, and many supporting documents . 
 
www.sebiq.ca 
Quebec-based IB organization geared towards providing resources 
and support to IB schools in Quebec and the French speaking 
world. Marymount has been a partner with SEBIQ since 2009. 
 
Like us on Facebook.  

 
 
 
 
Additional Information: 
Craig Olenik, Principal  
Marymount Academy, English Montreal School Board 
(514) 488-8144 
colenik@emsb.qc.ca 
  
Ramin Khodaie, IBMYP Coordinator 
Marymount Academy, English Montreal School Board  
(514) 488-8144 
rkhodaie@emsb.qc.ca 
 
 

Marymount Academy 
5100 Cote St. Luc Road 
Montreal,  QC   H3W 2G9 

 


