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ECOLE MERTON SCHOOL

August 31, 2009

Dear Parents and Students,

Welcome to the 2009-2010 school year.  I hope that you enjoyed the summer vacation and that you are refreshed and ready to start.  For those who are new to our school, thank you for having chosen Merton as the school for your child’s education.  For those who are returning, we are delighted to have you back.

The teachers and I are looking forward to getting to know all of you and are very happy to serve you and to work closely with you to meet the needs of our students.  Should you have any personal matters regarding your child that you want to bring to my attention, please do not hesitate to call our secretary, Cyndie Duncan, and she will set up an appointment for us to meet.  The school telephone number is 514- 481-7425.

1. IMPORTANT NOTICES-The official notice distribution day is Tuesday. Please make a point of checking your child’s school bag each Tuesday for important school information. Letters from the principal are usually on yellow paper. Today you will receive many forms to be completed, please help us by returning them on time. This will make the school run more smoothly and we will therefore be able to serve you more effectively.  With today’s letter you will receive the following:     

· Merton School Student Information Form (GREEN)

· Notice re: Distribution of Prescription Medication (YELLOW)

· Emergency Health Record (BLUE)
The above forms are to be returned tomorrow, Tuesday, September 1.

· 3 Appendices re: field trips, technology use and media release (WHITE STAPLED) to be returned by Friday, September 4.

· Merton School Calendar- 2009-2010 (ORANGE)

In addition there are letters from the Merton Home and School, Medic Alert and insurance applications. The insurance and Medic Alert are purely voluntary. Please direct all inquiries and applications directly to the companies concerned.

2.  MERTON HANDBOOK FOR GRADE 1 AND AGENDA FOR GRADES 2- 6.
These items were distributed today.  Please take the time to review it with your child. The handbooks and agendas contain vital information about school rules and policies. The agenda is an excellent means of communication between parents and teachers.  Please make sure to check it daily for any specific teacher messages regarding your child. You will also receive today a letter that explains how best to use the agenda. 

3. SCHOOL FEES AND LUNCH SUPERVISION FEES- School supplies fees and lunch supervision fees for 2009-10are as follows: $75.00 per student for school supplies and $250.00 per student or $500.00 per family for lunch supervision.  These fees are due by September 30th.  Payment should be by cheque payable to Merton School.  Post dated cheques are gladly accepted.

4. ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT FEE (AEF)- The Academic Enrichment Fee for 2009-10 is as follows: The fee of $100.00 per student/$200.00 per family will be used entirely to fund the Music and Arts and Culture program. Parents will receive a tax receipt from the Merton Home and School Association.  This fee is due by October 31st. Payment should be by cheque payable to the MERTON HOME AND SCHOOL.
IT IS SCHOOL POLICY THAT A STUDENT WHOSE FEES WERE NOT PAID LAST YEAR OR THIS YEAR CANNOT PARTICIPATE IN ANY AFTER SCHOOL OR HOME AND SCHOOL SPONSORED ACTIVITIES.

5.  BUSSING- If your child has received a bus pass but will not use the school bus at all this year, kindly return the pass to school tomorrow with a note. This will allow us to accommodate other students.

6. HOT LUNCH MENU -This is voluntary for those parents who wish to use the service.  Please make sure to return the form and payment no later than 9:00 a.m. Friday, September 4.  Late submissions will not be accepted. 

7. SAFETY AND SECURITY CONCERNS: 

EPIPENS- Make sure that these are updated and in the school office along with any other medications, appropriately labeled.
SUPERVISION- NEVER leave the children in the school yard before 7:50 a.m. There is no teacher on duty to supervise them before that time.

8.   IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:
· MEET THE TEACHER NIGHT, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 7:00 

· MERTON PROFESSIONAL DAY,THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17- school closed

· GENERAL PARENTS ASSEMBLY- TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 7:30 - The purpose is to elect the Merton School Governing Board. There will be a meeting of the newly elected board at 8:00.  

· HOME and SCHOOL MEETING- THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 7:30

· MERTON SCHOOL TERRY FOX RUN-FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 12:45

On behalf of the entire Merton School Staff, I wish everyone a successful and rewarding school year and I look forward to meeting you personally on September 16th.

Yours truly,

Raizel Candib

Principal

