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ST. GABRIEL SCHOOL GOVERNING BOARD
Wednesday, October 19, 2016, 6:30 p.m.

Present:

David Benoit (parent), Mubeenah Mughal (parent), Natalie Sztych (support staff), Tara Young (parent),
Carol Clifton (support staff), Cindy Dufke (parent), Maria Mattiace (Daycare), Michael Olewinsky (parent),
Christiane Doré (Teacher), Michelle Johnson (Community Representative), Catherine MacPherson
(Community Representative), Jim Daskalakis (Principal)

Absent: Patricia Rodriguez

Meeting called to order at 6:37 p.m.
1.  Approval of Agenda

Addition to Agenda 6.1 Dental Hygienist
6.2 Teacher Classroom Educational Needs
6.3 Fire Alarm
6.4 School Bus Incident

Carol Clifton approves and seconded by Michael Olewinsky
Unanimous

2. Approval of minutes of September 21, 2016 meeting and business arising

Tara Young approves June 14, 2016 seconded by Cindy Dufke.
Unanimous

21 Governing Board Information
Updated

2.2 Sign for School Yard Access
After a brief discussion it was determined that a sign is not needed. Parents are
cooperative and leave when the daycare children comes out. We are trying to change the
image of the school and promote parent cooperation.

2.3 Internal Rules of management
Michael Olewinsky motioned to adopt seconded by Tara Young.
Unanimous. Motion carried

24 Daycare Handbook 2016-2017
Mubeenah motioned to adopted seconded by Tara Young
Unanimous. Motion carried with corrections and clarification of lice policy.

3. A word from the Chair

3.1 Other information
Nil



4.

5.

3.2

Correspondence

The news from Signature indicate that the city is looking into bringing back

Crossing Guards in our area. They have started to re-painting crosswalks. We can only hope
this is a step forward in getting back the crosswalk and crossing guard near our school.

Period reserved for non-members of the board

None

Reports
51

5.2

Consultations and Decisions

None
Information
5.2.1 Report from Principal

- Reading Week is October 17 -21. Activities will take place throughout the week,
celebrating the joy of reading.

- Inauguration of Senior School Yard which is named “Nature’s Way”. It took place
on October 14, 2016 and Global news was here to film the event. Our Grade 1
classes sang while the Grade 6 class was playing in the background. It was a very
beautiful event and a proud moment for our school.

- Composting has begun. Carrying bins are being delivered tomorrow.

- Terry Fox Run took place on September 30, 2016. The school raised $2,912.50.
Due to the fact that they raised over $1200 Mr. Daskalakis had his head shaved to
meet the challenge that was given to the children.

- P.P.O. spearheaded a dress down day in order to raise money for the haunted
house they prepared for October 21, 2016. Children brought in a dollar for dress
down day in order to raise money for various school projects.

- Grades 4, 5, 6, went to a Nature Camp on October 6, 2016 sponsored by the
Children Now organization. A good time was had by all. They came back with all
kinds of school goodies.

- The Grade 4, 5, will be attending the Grey Nun’s Exhibit in old Montreal on
November 10, 2016.

- Progress Reports were distributes on October 14, 201, this is the first
communication with parents.

- Report Cards are coming on November 17, 2016

- Open House is on November 23, 2016. Spread the word.

- RAZ Kids is a program used by the school to get parents reading with their
children.

- Librarian is only here on Wednesdays. Not enough time to see all the classes in
one day, therefore students are only getting library once every 2 weeks. Teachers
are welcome to use library any time.

- Lunch Sports programs have begun this month.

522 Report from Teachers

Mme Doré spoke about Reading/Literacy Week and gave a brief discussion of

the events that are taking place:

Monday- Children were making banners

Tuesday- Children chose their favourite word and stuck it on their shirts for all to read.
Wednesday- Peer Reading - Older students read to the younger students.

Thursday- Parents can come and read to their child’s class.

Friday — Parental reading and Adopt a Book.

Briefly we discussed the need for better communication between school and parents,
especially those families with special circumstances.

Tara Young suggested that communication with parents works well through the GPI
Initiative.



5.2.3 Report from Regional Delegate
Mubeenah Mughal attended the first meeting of this school year.
Elections were taking place for sub-committees.
Committees are formed with all new people. Those who were in power last year
have all stepped down.

524 Report from Daycare
Handbook was presented and accepted.

5.25 Report from Community Reps

St. Columba House

Catherine MacPherson will be our liaison with St. Columba House.

St. Columba House is smaller facility therefore have limited space. Fewer children
in the Afterschool Program.

YMCA
Kindergym is taking place on Tuesdays for Pre-Kindergarden and Kindergarten
classes at St. Gabriel School.

5.2.6 Report from P.P.O.
Presently they have 6 main members. Looking for more parents to join.
Will be having a Haunted House and Bake Sale on October 21 from 6:30 — 8:30 p.m.
Haunted House will cost 1% to enter.
P.P.O. is helping to promote our school and get the word out about everything
that we have to offer.

5.2.7 Report from Home and School
Preparing for Halloween Festivities.
November 24, 2016 will be the Annual Spaghetti Dinner from 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Money for chocolates is coming in. Winners to be announced soon.

Business Arising

6.1

6.2

6.3

Dental Hygienist
Mr. Olewinsky asked that before the dental hygienist checks children’s teeth perhaps a letter can
be sent advising the parents that this will be taking place.

Teacher Classroom Educational Needs
Every year a teacher submits a “wish list” to the principal. The Principal tries his best to fulfill
this list.

Fire Alarm

A brief discussion took place concerning fire drills and lockdown procedures in our school.
It was agreed that the best way for the children to be prepared in case of a real fire is to have
periodic fire drills. Mr. Daskalakis assured parents that outdoor fire drills do not take

place in the winter months. A lockdown practice will take place in May and is a mandatory
practice by the board for all schools



6.4 School Bus Incident
A brief discussion took place concerning the school bus that had to make an emergency stop
and evacuation on the Champlain Bridge with our children upon returning from a school outing.
Mr. Daskalakis assured parents that a letter went out to all parents concerning this matter.
The children were well taken care of and everyone on that bus should be commended for how
that whole incident was handled.

Adjournment Date Place and Time of Meeting

Next meeting November 16, 2016, at 6:30 at St. Gabriel School Staff Room.

Carol Clifford moves to adjourn seconded by Tara Young
Unanimous

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.



